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...what we always meant by socialism 

wasn't something you forced on 

people, it was people organizing 

themselves as they pleased into co-

ops, collectives, communes, unions.... 

And if socialism really is better, more 

efficient than capitalism, then it can 

bloody well compete with capitalism. 

So we decided, forget all the statist 

shit and the violence: the best place 

for socialism is the closest to a free 

market you can get!
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We are individualists, agorists, market anarchists, mutualists, 

voluntary socialists, and others on the libertarian left. We 

oppose statism, militarism, sexism, racism, and the prevailing 

state capitalism fraudulently labeled “the free market.” We are 

for peace, individual freedom, truly freed markets, solidarity, 

voluntary cooperation, and mutual aid. We fight for liberation in 

Las Vegas through education, nonviolent direct action, and 

cooperative counter-institutions—not petitions, symbolic protests or 

electoral politics. We are working to build a new society within 

the shell of the old.
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MA5: FUCK NEOLIBERALISM, FUCK BORDERS

BAD Press (2000) • $1.25

Neither neo-liberalism nor government borders offer freedom 

or an adequate living for working people: they are just two 

different forms of government control, which take the power 

out of the hands of working people and put it in the hands of 

either international trade bureaucrats and politically-

connected CEOs, or else the rulers of police states and 

“democratically-elected” governments. This booklet, from the 

late, great Boston Anarchist Drinking Brigade, looks at the 

ways in which “free trade” agreements only manage 

government intervention in economic life, leaving 

government privilege for big business intact; and also the 

ways in which the solutions offered by the statist Left and 

right-wing protectionists—fortifying and locking down the 

imaginary border-lines that governments tear through our 

communities—provides no real alternative at all, but only 

more political control by our would-be rulers.

“The WTO does not propose to free up trade between 

individuals, either. It sets rules which the bureaucrats who 

run the organization feel best serve the interests of corporations favored by the various 

governments that make it up. ... We need to get the various national democratic governments, as 

well as the WTO, off the backs of the people they push around and brutalize. If democracy, like 

voting, really changed anything, it would be prohibited.”

THE IRON FIST BEHIND THE INVISIBLE HAND

Kevin Carson (2001) • $2.00

“The current structure of capital ownership and organization 

of production in our so-called ‘market’ economy, reflects 

coercive state intervention prior to and extraneous to the 

market. From the outset of the industrial revolution, what is 

nostalgically called ‘laissez-faire’ was in fact a system of 

continuing state intervention to subsidize accumulation, 

guarantee privilege, and maintain work discipline… In fact, 

capitalism—a system of power in which ownership and 

control are divorced from labor—could not survive in a free 

market….

“A world in which peasants had held onto their land and 

property was widely distributed, capital was freely available to 

laborers through mutual banks, productive technology was 

freely available in every country without patents, and every 

people was free to develop locally without colonial robbery, is 

beyond our imagination. But it would have been a world of 

decentralized, small-scale production for local use, owned 

and controlled by those who did the work—as different from our world as day from night, or freedom 

from slavery….”

for a full listing, see <http://vegas.libertarianleft.org/distro>

order individual booklets for yourself, or print runs localized with 

covers and contact information for your hometown & your group!



immediate, unconditional, and complete abolition of all 

government border controls, and with universal amnesty for 

all currently undocumented immigrants.

There’s no room for compromise or moderation in the 

politics of immigration when real people’s bodies and real 

people’s lives are hanging in the balance. As they are all over 

the world today.

CHARLES JOHNSON (2008)

International Apartheid

Government Border Laws and Anti-

Immigrant Segregation

A

ccording to the ruling elite of the United States, as 

well as the rank-and-file of the Know-Nothing 

bellowing blowhard busybody brigade, all the people 

of the world must be segregated according to their nationality. 

If they won’t stay in “their” place voluntarily, then the 

government had better make them stay there through 

paramilitary lockdowns at national borders and rigid 

enforcement of a state-imposed passbook (“visa,” “passport”) 

system to control where people can live and work, which is to 

say a system of government permission slips for existing. 

That provides a mechanism for the state to track and control 

those who go through official channels, and a mechanism for 

detecting, arresting, jailing, and exiling peaceful residents 

from the communities that they now call home, when they 

cannot meet some presumptuous government official’s 

demand for “Ihre Papiere, bitte.” Those who stand up to 

defend this despicable system of coercion and control — 

some of whom embrace it whole-heartedly out of 

unapologetic race hatred or inquisitorial theo-nationalism, 

and some of whom do the same damage by making half-

hearted Sensible Liberal excuses based on an illusory need 

for control or the chauvinistic ideal of “assimilation” — are all 

promoting a government-imposed system of discrimination 

and rigid segregation in housing, employment, education, 

and civic life, supported by government surveillance, 

enforced through government violence, all in the name of an 

illusory national “unity" or “integrity” that depends, at the 



bottom, on having the government presumptively treat 

“outsiders” (even those “outsiders” who have been living and 

working “inside” for years) as more dangerous, more likely to 

be criminal, more unsanitary, less deserving of security in 

their persons and effects, less worthy of a happy life, and 

less deserving of simply being left in peace than the native-

born, solely on the basis of their nationality. That is to say, 

treating them as if their lives and homes and livelihoods were 

worth less than nothing—just so much foul-smelling garbage 

to be removed at the first opportunity.

It’s precisely this sort of immorality — the elevation of 

state control or belligerent nationalism over common decency 

towards peaceful people — that has been put on display 

recently in Roswell, New Mexico, with the arrest, jailing, 

expulsion and exile of Karina Acosta, a pregnant high 

schooler who was ready to graduate in the spring, because 

the immigration law, which is nothing but Jim Crow imposed 

at the level of nationality, forbids her from attending an 

Estadounidense school, and “Student Resource Officer” 

Charlie Corn, the pig-in-residence at Roswell High School, 

decided to take the opportunity of a minor traffic violation pull 

her out of class, arrest her, and then snitch on her to La 

Migra, so that they could jail her and force her out of her 

home, away from her family, and back into her place.

U.S. immigration officials deported a pregnant Roswell 

High School senior after she was pulled from class 

Wednesday by a local police officer regarding a traffic ticket 

issued days before.

According to Roswell Police Chief John Balderston, 

Karina Acosta, 18, was given several days to provide proper 

identification after being cited for a parking violation and 

prejudices and political blinders to work in picking and 

choosing whose suffering should count as real, in the eyes of 

the governments of the world, or whose suffering, if 

acknowledged as real by the government, is important 

enough to let them into a tiny quota that the government will 

allow to cross an arbitrary line on a map.

The S.S. St. Louis still sails the seas today, a ghost ship 

with ghost passengers, without rest and without safe harbor. 

It will haunt the world forever, as long as this system of 

international apartheid is enforced.

And all for what? To avoid the voluntary co-mingling of 

people from different countries? To ensure that the people of 

the world hear only one language, live and work with people 

of only one nationality, remain segregated, either by penning 

them up in their government-appointed place or else by 

making sure you can monitor all their movements according 

to a government-created system of passbooks and minders? 

The idea would be laughable if not for all the ghosts—the 

ghosts of millions upon millions of real, living, irreplaceable 

and unique individual people, who were turned back, ruined, 

persecuted, mutilated, tortured, starved, and murdered for 

the sake of that idea.

There is another way. A way in which the living can finally 

live, and the dead can finally rest, in peace. But that other 

can only become a reality when people are free to move from 

one place to another, and their reasons, their suffering, and 

their lives cannot be measured and found wanting by entitled 

strangers with the power to turn them back and force them 

back to the tormenters that they risked everything to escape. 

It can, that is to say, only become a reality with the 



driving without a license on Nov. 29 but failed to do so.

RHS Student Resource Officer Charlie Corn, a 10-year 

RPD veteran, removed Acosta from class Dec. 5 regarding the 

traffic violation and detained her at the school before notifying 

U.S. immigration officials of her illegal status, according to 

Balderston.

Acosta, who is five months pregnant, was transported to 

the Chaves County Detention Center, put on hold by the INS 

and later deported to Mexico, according to Balderston.

“In the course of an investigation, if we determine that 

someone is not here legally, we will contact INS and tell them 

what their status is,” he said.

Worried about the deportation of the girl and the future 

security of other illegal immigrant students at RHS, Acosta’s 

mother and nearly 50 members of the Hispanic community 

gathered at the RHS Little Theater, and later the Roswell 

Police Department, to voice their concerns.

“The kids are scared now because this thing happened, 

so we need your help,” said Maria Rodriguez to Balderston 

during a meeting in an RPD conference room Friday afternoon.

At the meeting, Balderston listened to complaints about 

Corn, including allegations he targets Hispanics. Balderston 

agreed to meet further with representatives from the Hispanic 

community and Corn in an effort to ease relations and 

eliminate any problems or misconceptions that might exist.

“If you don’t trust us then we need to do some more work 

here,” said Balderston, who will retire Jan. 4.

Roswell Independent School District Assistant 

Superintendent Mike Kakuska said the RISD has officially 

protested Acosta’s arrest with the INS and the Mexican 

Consulate.

“We are very, very concerned as a public school as to 

what happened the other day,” said Kakuska, addressing a 

group of about 50 parents who gathered at RHS Friday 

morning. “The police officer, without our knowledge, had this 

young lady brought into his office here at school and the detain 

orders were issued through him, not the Roswell schools.”

—Richard Jacques  (2007-12-08), “RHS senior deported; 

them to reconsider their immigration quota policy. So this 

government will keep you penned up in your hellhole ghetto, 

where you can die for all they care, or, if you somehow get to 

America, this government will march you out at bayonet-

point, and ship you out of the country, back to the ghetto 

conditions or to the tormentors in Iraq who you risked 

everything to escape.

This is life, such as it is, under government immigration 

controls. It is life as it always will be, as long as politicians 

and bureaucrats have the power to pick and choose whose 

reasons for wanting to cross an arbitrary line on a map are 

good enough, and whose are not.

But it is criminal that there is even one single refugee in 

this world who cannot immediately find asylum and a chance 

to make a new life and a new home for herself in a new 

country.

It is inexcusable that, in the name of the ethno-political 

system of international apartheid, the governments of the 

world continue to collaborate in violence against women, in 

forced starvation, and in ethnic cleansing, by forcing peaceful 

women and men into refugee ghettoes or, worse, by forcing 

peaceful women and men back into the maws of the very 

governments or violent factions who intend to devour them.

It is obscene that a bunch of politicians and 

unaccountable bureaucrats from the United Nations or the 

U.S. government would be invested with the power to sit in 

judgment, from their comfortable offices, on the most 

marginalized, the most exploited, and the most oppressed 

people in the world, so that they put all their conventional 



parents concerned,” Roswell Daily Record

The good news is that Charlie Corn and all the other pigs-

in-residence have been removed from Roswell city schools. 

The bad news is that Karina Acosta is still stuck in Mexico, 

away from her family, her home, and her school. And the 

Roswell cops will do it again, by God, just as soon as they 

get the chance:

In the lengthy open meeting that lasted more than one 

hour, Kakuska and other school officials, including RHS 

Principal Brian Shea, answered questions and notified those in 

attendance that Corn has been removed as an SRO.

“The Roswell Independent School system did not support 

the decision of this officer to have this young lady arrested,” 

said Kakuska.

In a joint decision by the RPD and RISD, all SROs have 

been removed from RISD schools. Both Balderston and 

Kakuska maintain that despite the incident, no contention 

exists between the RISD and the RPD.

“We’re going to work through this and I wish I can say that 

it’s not going to happen again, but I can’t. The officers are 

going to enforce the law,” said Balderston.

School officials said Acosta was on course to graduate in 

the spring.

—Richard Jacques  (2007-12-08), “RHS senior deported; 

parents concerned,” Roswell Daily Record

Just remember: it doesn’t matter to these people how 

good a student you are, or how hard you’ve worked, or what 

a decent and productive member of your community you are, 

let alone — ha, ha — the mere fact that you are an individual, 

irreplaceable human being who has the right to expect a 

certain level of dignity, decent treatment, and basic humanity 

from your neighbors and from your brothers and sisters in 

other communities. What matters is The Law, and the 

that occupation; or due to the crossfire in the endless battles 

between the United States government’s occupying forces 

and Iraqi insurgents — if, because of all that, you are one of 

the 2.5 million Iraqis who have fled the country in order to try 

to find a new home (either temporarily or permanently) where 

you can live your life free of fear and starvation and 

unspeakable daily violence, and now you find yourself stuck 

— like 2.4 million of your fellow Iraqis — in some hellhole 

refugee camp or urban ghetto in neighboring countries like 

Syria or Jordan, where conditions are awful, where you are 

surrounded by suffering, where you cannot legally work for 

pay and have little or nothing to do other than take hand-outs 

and fill out paperwork for UNHCR, while you watch your life 

savings drain away in the effort to keep yourself alive for a 

few more months while you wait, and wait, and wait, and if 

you don’t happen to be one of the 500 people per year who 

are eligible for Special Immigration Visas in return for 

collaborating with the U.S. government’s occupying forces in 

Iraq, and you don’t happen to be one of the quota of only a 

few thousand Iraqi refugees that the U.S. government has 

agreed to accept each year — well, then, I’m sorry, but 

according the United States government that just isn’t a good 

enough reason to get out of your way and leave you alone to 

travel to the United States and live your life peacefully within 

the borders that the United States government claims the 

right to fortify (“Scattered Dreams,” 

<http://www.warnewsradio.org/2008/04/18/scattered-dreams/> and “Bush’s Outrageous 

Neglect of Iraqi Refugees,” <http://www.slate.com/id/2178067/>). Your suffering, 

and the danger to your life or the lives of your loved ones, by 

any one of the countless armies and armed factions 

rampaging through Iraq, don’t matter enough to them for 



coerced “integrity” of a segregated nation, and the power of 

the world’s governments to each keep their own herd 

properly corralled and branded. To hell with that idiot notion. 

It's time to end anti-immigrant segregation, and if The Law 

gets in the way, then the laws getting in the way need to be 

changed or abolished.

Ending anti-immigrant segregation means nothing more 

and nothing less than an end to all government efforts to pick 

and choose which immigrants are good enough to leave 

alone, and which immigrants should have their existence 

criminalized by the federal government. It means nothing less 

than open borders and immediate, unconditional amnesty for 

all undocumented immigrants. The demand is simplistic, 

naïve, starry-eyed, unrealistic, extremist, uncompromising, 

radical, and also obviously correct. It is your job, reader, to 

live up to the best part of yourself and make that demand 

loudly, courageously, without compromise and without 

apology. Mumbling dismissal and pseudo-reformist 

compromise mean not prudence, but complicity.

Smash international apartheid, now and forever.

CHARLES JOHNSON (2007)

being forced to suffer this painful and traumatizing mutilation 

of your body, you make a deliberate decision to get out of the 

country, perhaps because it hurt you, and perhaps because 

the effects still hurt you, and perhaps because you didn’t 

want it and now you just can’t stand to live in the place where 

it was done to you, and perhaps because you don’t want your 

daughters to be forced into the same thing — well, I’m sorry, 

but according to the United States Department of Homeland 

Security and the United States Department of Justice [sic], 

that just isn’t a good enough reason to consider you Officially 

Persecuted in Guinea, and thus not enough reason for them 

to get out of your way and leave you alone to live your life 

peacefully within the borders that the U.S. government claims 

the right to fortify (“Court of Appeals Judges Blast DOJ Attorney in Female 

Genital Mutilation Case,” <http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/immigration/2008/05/court-

of-appeal.html>). Because, hey, you’re damaged goods now and 

you don’t have any clitorises left for them to cut out. Your 

suffering and the violation of your body, by certain violent 

members of your community, don’t matter to them, because it 

won’t count them as real persecution. So instead of leaving 

you alone, this government will roust you up out of your new 

home, and march you out at bayonet-point, and ship you out 

of the country, back to the tormentors in Guinea who you 

risked everything to escape.

If you and your family are from Iraq, and, because of the 

crushing poverty and the tremendous danger to your life and 

limb which you face — due to the United States 

government’s own war and bombing and occupation in Iraq; 

or due to threats from the government-backed and freelance 

ethnic-cleansing death squads, which have flourished under 



Voyage of the S.S. St. Louis

International Apartheid and the Refugee 

Crisis

P

lease bear the 

following facts in 

mind.

If you and your 

family are trying to 

escape the Chinese 

government’s coercive 

population control 

policies — if, for 

example, you are a man, 

and your wife has been 

forced into an abortion 

by threats or violence 

from the government, 

and even if you, yourself, 

have been threatened 

with government-forced 

sterilization; or if you are 

a woman, and you have 

been forced into an 

abortion by the 

government, but you 

don’t want to be forced to 

live apart from your life partner — if, that is, either you or your 

life partner has been held down, under threat of violence, and 

had your reproductive organs cut into, against your will, by 

order of the State, and it’s perfectly likely to happen to you 

again if you go on living in China — well, then, I’m sorry, but 

that just isn’t a good enough reason for the United States 

government to consider you and your family Officially 

Persecuted by the Chinese government, and thus not enough 

for them to get out of your way and leave you alone to live 

your life peacefully within the borders that the U.S. 

government claims the right to fortify (“Are Men Victims of Forced 

Abortions?” <http://www.salon.com/mwt/broadsheet/2008/05/10/china/>). They are 

especially unlikely to consider your persecution important 

enough to merit asylum if the Chinese government, as part of 

those same population control policies, refuses to write down 

a legal record of your marriage to the man or woman that you 

wed years ago and have lived with ever since. In fact a panel 

of comfortable American judges will sneer down at you, from 

their politico-moral high ground, that legal marriage reflects a 

sanctity and long-term commitment that other forms of 

cohabitation simply do not. Your actual, real-life marriage 

doesn’t count, because the government that is persecuting 

you won’t recognize it. Your suffering and the violation of your 

body, or your spouse’s body, by a violent government, don’t 

matter to this government, because it won’t count them as 

real persecution. So instead of leaving you alone, this 

government will roust you up out of your new home, and 

march you out at bayonet-point, and ship you out of the 

country, back to the tormentors in China who you risked 

everything to escape.

If you are a woman from the Republic of Guinea, and, 

when you were a child, you were held down and had your 

clitoris cut out with a knife, without anesthesia, and if, after 

The SS St. Louis was a German ocean 

liner which became famous for the 

voyage it made in 1939, when 936 

Jewish refugees chartered the ship to 

sail to Cuba and escape from genocide 

in Germany. The Cuban government 

refused to let them come ashore, even 

as passengers threatened to commit 

suicide rather than return to 

Germany, so they sailed on to the 

United States, where Franklin 

Roosevelt also shut them out. When 

the Canadian government also blocked 

them, the ship finally sailed back to 

Europe. Because the governments of 

the world refused to admit them, 254 

of the refugees were later murdered in 

the Holocaust.




